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the fourteenth century that no merchant might send
to or store at Novgorod merchandise exceeding in
value the sum of a thousand marks. This shows that
their position at Novgorod was rather that of a
hostile encampment than that of a secure and per-
manent settlement

Above all, the Hanseatics strictly forbade Russia
to trade on the sea, and any Russian merchant ships
that they encountered were captured and the captain
and crew severely punished.

Early in the twelfth century the clever Lombards,
already famous throughout Europe for their skill in
all banking transactions, tried to gain a footing at
Novgorod. It seems that their financial shrewdness
was not always combined with the strictest honesty,
and that hence they enjoyed an ill fame. Certainly
the Hanseatics succeeded in 1405 in prohibiting
'" these dangerous men " from any residence in the
Baltic cities, while in St. Peter's Court their presence
was formally proscribed in 1346.

A serious interruption to the commerce of the
League with Russia occurred in the middle of the
fifteenth century, when the Prussian towns revolted
against the oppressive supremacy of the chivalric
order of the Teutonic Knights. Like all spiritual
powers, when it is a question of the goods of this
world, the Teutonic Knights fought ardently to regain
their power, and this warfare long rendered the Baltic
dangerous and impossible for trade purposes. . Indeed,
so long and so serious was this war that but for the
fact that the League was in a sufficiently flourishing
condition to be able to bear great losses, and also